Anderson Ravens Football Newsletter                         
Volume 1, Winter/Spring, 2009
From the Sidelines:                [image: image1.jpg]
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Coach Judge comments on winter strength conditioning sessions, recruiting,

Upcoming spring drills, 2009 schedule released, final push for locker room legacy project, return of new/improved parents club.

“Happy 2009.  Hope all is well with you/yours”.  As the new year gets underway and winter settles in with its’ snow and single digit temperatures, our Raven football team is already busy at work in the weight room as we continue to get bigger and stronger in preparation for next fall.  I’m impressed with the overall attitude and work ethic being shown by our team. The off-season is truly a time to improve and hone one’s individual skills.  I like our student-athletes approach and they are committed to excellence both on the field and in the classroom. There have been some changes in the NCAA rule book regarding of-season workouts; however, with the quality of young men we have, the leadership of the group has enabled us to continue to develop in the off season despite the new restrictions.
Recruiting is in full swing and a challenging, yet exciting time for any football program.  At the Division III level, without scholarships, coaching staffs face additional obstacles and hurdles to overcome.  We must balance the needs of the football program and the mission of the university.  Our goal is to bring in quality young men who can succeed both athletically and academically.  Each fall, our coaching staff sits down, identifies, and evaluates a large pool of high school seniors within the state of Indiana and neighboring states that we’re interested in speaking with.  Over the course of the winter months, we spend a great deal of time around high schools and on the phone with prospective recruits, getting to know them and inviting them to visit our AU campus.  I’m pleased to report very positive feedback with the class of 2009 high school seniors and feel we’ll have another outstanding group of incoming freshmen recruits.  Our program is now in its 7th year. The family connections coming to AU continue to increase and helps complete our class with strong AU ties.
Spring Workouts will begin in the last week of March. We have 15 workouts to implement the 2009 offense, defense, and special teams. We cannot use pads or practice dummies but a tremendous amount of field work and individual instruction can be done by our assistant coaches. Our assistants have a very big role during this time.
2009 Schedule Released

Mark your calendars now!  Our 2009 season schedule has been released and is posted below.  Among the highlights are the three home night games against DePauw, Earlham and Defiance at Macholtz Stadium.  We will be inviting and recognizing area high school football teams to many of our home games and also have plans to boost our community support and overall atmosphere.  Please join us and help support AU and Ravens football!
	09/05/2009
	Taylor
	Away
	1:00PM
	

	09/12//2009
	DePauw
	Home
	7PM
	

	09/19/2009
	Earlham
	Home
	7PM
	

	10/03/2009
	Hanover
	Away
	1:30PM
	

	10/10/2009
	Mount St. Joe
	Home
	1:30PM
	

	10/17/2009
	Franklin
	Away
	1:30PM
	

	10/24/2009
	Defiance
	Home
	6:00PM
	

	1031/2009
	Bluffton
	Away
	1:30PM
	

	11/07/2009
	Rose Hulman
	Home
	1:30PM
	

	11/14/2009
	Manchester
	Away
	1:30PM

	


Legacy Locker Project                      
We’re nearing the two-minute warning and making a final push for our Legacy Locker project.  We need to raise 16,000 to finish the project with 20 new lockers. Please help us convert on “fourth and goal” by making a gift or additional contribution to this important facility upgrade.  The Legacy Locker project provides a way to link the proud tradition and history of Ravens football while building for the program’s future.  To recap, our goal is to develop a professional looking environment with the installation of custom-made wooden lockers.  We’re asking former players to consider donating a minimum of $200 toward our efforts.  In return, a nameplate with that players’ name, jersey number and years played will be engraved on the inside of a locker.   For your convenience, the link is on www.ravengridiron.com. Your support of the Anderson University football program is appreciated.
Parents Club Returns
The reformation of the Parents Club for the 2008 season was an amazing success. The purpose of the club is to promote and support Raven football and to create an environment where parents and friends of the program could connect before and after games. We certainly succeeded in 2008 and look forward to even better success in 2009.
In closing, we appreciate your interest in Anderson University and Ravens football.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions, comments, and suggestions you may have regarding our program.  We hope to stay in touch with periodic updates throughout the remainder of the school year and into the 2009 season.

Best wishes,

Jeff Judge
jpjudge@anderson.edu

Head Football Coach

Anderson University

(765) 641-4469

